GOOD  TIDINGS, 

OB   THE 

"NEW  &  EVERLASTING  GOSPEL." 


BY   JOSEPH   F.    SMITH, 

(One  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  of  Latter-Bay  Saints.) 


Question. — What  is  the  Gospel? 

Answer. — There  is  one  only  true 
system  of  doctrine  that  can  properly 
be  called  the  gospel ;  and  that  one 
system  is  so  definite  in  every  point, 
and  so  exactly  adapted  to  the  situation 
of  sinners,  that  every  person  may  im- 
mediately embrace  it  wherever  it  is 
preached,  and  by  so  doing  they  become 
saints  or  Christians. 

The  first  principle  of  action  required 
in  the  gospel  is  belief  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  the  once  crucified  and 
now  risen  lVedeemer. 

The  secoiid  is  repentance  ;  which 
signifies  nothing  more  nor  less  thin  the 
putting  awav  of  sins,  with  humility  and 
meekness  before  God— feeling  sorry 
for  our  sins,  and  a  determination  to 
forsake  them. 

The  third  is  baptism,  by  immersion 
in  water  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  of 
the  t-'on  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  FOB 

THE   REMISSION"  OF    SINS. 

'1  he  fourth  is  the  laying  on  of  bands, 
in  the  name  of  Jesus,  for  the  baptism 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  All  who  do  these 
things  in  a  proper  manner,  and  under 
proper  authority,  are  saints ;  and,  if 


they  endure  to  the  end,  they  will  be 
saved  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Q. — Are  there  any  conditions  in  this 
system  which  the  sinner  caunot  imme- 
diately fulfil,  as  soon  as  he  understands 
them  ? 

A. — The  sinner  can  believe  that 
Jesus  is  the  Christ  on  good  testimony. 
He  can  turn  from  his  sins,  and  ;put 
them  away.  He  can  also  go  forth,  and 
be  immersed  in  water,  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus. 

God  will  not  believe  for  us  ;  he  will 
not  repent  for  us  ;  he  will  not  be  bap- 
tised for  us  :  but  these  things  are  for 
us  to  do  :  and  if  we  do  them,  then  God 
has  promised  to  forgive  us  our  sins, 
and  to  baptize  us  with  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
then,  certainly,  we  should  be  the  chil- 
dren of  God,  in  the  enjoyment  of 
religion. 

Q. — Is  it  of  any  use  for  men  to  pray 
to  the  Lord  to  convert  them  and  give 
them  religion,  while  they  neglect  to 
obey  the  gospel  ? 

A. — No.  In  vain  tbey  call  him  Lord, 
Lord,  and  do  not  perform  the  things 
which  he  has  commanded  them.  In 
vain  they   worship  him   teaching   for 


doctrines  the  commandments  of  men. 
The  Lord  is  praying  us  to  be  converted 
and  we  will  not,  while  at  the  same  time 
we  are  praying  him  to  convert  us. 

Q. — But  must  not  the  Lord  perform 
some  special  work,  on  his  part,  more 
than  he  has  done,  in  order  to  convert 
our  souls  and  make  us  Christians  ? 

A.— No.  The  Lord  has  died  for  us  ; 
he  has  risen  again  for  us;  he  has  sent 
his  word  to  us  with  servants  to  ad- 
minister it ;  and  now  he  requires  us 
to  obey  it,  and  then  he  has  promised  to 
forgive  our  sins,  and  to  graut  us  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Q  — But  what !  Can  every  sinner 
come  immeJiately  forward  and  obey 
the  gospel  when  it  is  preached,  aud 
thus  become  a  child  of  God  ? 

A —Yes. 

Q  —What !  all  the  sinners  in  this 
town  ? 

A. — Yes  ;  and  all  the  sinners  in 
England,  nay,  in  all  the  world.  The 
very  moment  thev  obey  the  poppel , 
tbey  are  free  from  sin,  aud  are 
made  partakers  of  ihe  Holy  Ghost.  If 
this  is  not  the  case,  then  the  word  of 
God  is  of  none  effect,  and  the  gospel 
never  saved  a  man  since  the  world 
began,  nor  ever  will  ;  for  if  God  has 
sent  a  message  or  gospel  into  the  world 
which  is  insufficient  to  save  sinners, 
and  is  under  the  necessity  nf  saving 
them  some  other  way,  independent  of 
that  gospel,  then  surely  be  has  sent  it 
in  vain.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  he 
has  sent  a  gospel  which  would  save 
one  man  by  obeying  its  precepts,  then 
surely  it  would  be  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation  to  all  who  would  believe 
and  obey  it. 

Q  —  If  these  things  are  so,  what 
would  a  minister  of  the  gospel  say  if 
be  vvere  to  be  present  at  some  of  the 
religious  excitements  which  are  got  up 
in  modern  times,  and  were  to  see  per- 
sons bowed  dowu  at  the  peniteot  forms 
trying  to  get  "  religion  "  in  that? 

A — He  would  say  as  Ananias  said 
to  bfaul  of  Tarsus  :  "  Why  tarriest  thou  ? 
j4.  rise,  and  be  baptised,  and  wash  away 
thy  sins,  calling  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord." 

Q. — But  what  would  he  say  if  they 
should   refuse    to    comply    with    the 


requisition,  and  should  continue  pray- 
ing ? 

A. — He  would  say,  "  Why  do  you 
call  Lord,  Lord,  and  do  not  perform 
the  things  he  has  said  ?"  "  In  vain 
you  worship  him,  teaching  for  doctrines 
the  commandments  of  men." 

Q  — But  would  they  not  "  get 
religion  in  that  way?" 

A.—  No  ;  they  might  pray  as  long 
and  as  loud  as  the  four  hundred  pro- 
phets of  Baal  did,  and  with  as  little 
effect. 

Q.  — But  did  not  the  Apostle  say  to 
the  jailor  and  his  household,  that  they 
should  be  saved  if  they  would  believe 
on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  without 
obeying  tha  Gospel  ? 

A. —  No.  He  spake  unto  them  the 
word  of  the  Lord 

Q. — What  word  of  the  Lord  did  he 
speak  unto  them  ? 

A. — The  word  of  repentanco  and 
baptism  for  remission  of  sins,  as  ia 
evident  from  the  fact  of  their  attending 
to  baptism  the  same  hour. 

Q. — What  would  have  been  the 
situation  of  the  jailor  and  his  house- 
bold  if  they  had  believed  on  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  had  not  obeyed  the 
gospel  ? 

A. — They  would  have  been  under 
much  more  condemnation  than  they 
were  before. 

Q. — But  was  not  Saul  of  Tarsus, 
while  on  his  way  to  Damascus,  con- 
verted and  made  a  Christian  by  aspecial 
work  of  God  ? 

A. — No  ;  he  was  only  convinced  or 
convicted  that  Jesus  was  the  Christ  : 
but  his  being  a  saint  (or  Christian) 
depended  on  his  going  to  Damascus, 
and  obeying  the  gospel  baptism. 

Q  — What  would  have  been  his  situ- 
ation if  he  had  continued  to  believe  in 
Christ,  and  bad  not  gone  to  Damascus 
and  obeyed  the  Gospel  ? 

A. — He  would  never  have  "got 
religion  "  to  this  day,  but  would  have 
been  worse  than  he  was  before. 

Q.  — Did  not  the  Apostle  say  to  tho 
people  of  old,  that  if  they  would  con- 
fess with  their  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  would  believe  in  their 
hearts  that  God  had  raised  him  from 
the  dead,  they  should  be  saved  ? 
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A. — Yes ;  but  be  was  writing  to  tbe 
Churcb  of  God,  whose  members  had 
already  obeyed  tbe  gospel,  and  bad 
been  planted  together  in  the  likeness 
of  his  death  :  being  buried  with  him 
by  baptism,  and  having  risen  again  to 
newness  of  life,  he  was  encouraging 
them  to  continue  in  the  belief  aud 
confession  of  bis  name. 

Q. — But  did  not  the  Apostle  thank 
God  that  he  had  not  baptized  many  of 
the  Corinthians  ? 

A. — Tes.  But  the  reason  was,  lest 
they  should  say  he  had  baptized  in  his 
own  name. 

Q. — But  did  he  not  say,  that  be  was 
not  sent  to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the 
Gospel  ? 

A. — Tes.  But  others  were  sent  to 
water  those  whom  he  planted.  He,  as 
a  wise  master  builder,  laid  the  foun- 
dation by  preaching  the  word,  and 
others  attended  to  the  other  part  of 
tbe  work,  and  thus  builded  thereon. 

Q  —Did  not  Cornelius  and  his 
friends  receive  the  Holy  Ghost  before 
they  were  baptized  ? 

A. — Yes.     But  it  was  to  convince 
tbe  Jews  that  they  (the  Gentiles)  had 
part    in    the    gospel    as    well  as    the 
sraeli  es 

Q.  —  Would  Cornelius  and  his  friends 
have  been  saved,  after  all  they  had  re- 
ceived, if  tbey  had  refused  baptism  ? 

A. — No.  For  Peter  was  sent  to 
tell  them  words  whereby  they  should 
be  saved,  and  part  of  these  words  were, 
that  they  should  be  baptized  ;  and,  if 
they  had  refused  to  comply  with  this 
message,  they  would  have  been  wor-e 
than  those  who  had  never  known  the 
way  of  truth. 

Q  — Was  not  the  thief  on  the  cross 
saved  without  baptism  ? 

A . —  If  he  was,  it  was  because  he  had 
no  opportunity  to  obey;  and,  there- 
fore, was  not  saved  through  a  gospel 
ministration,  but  was  included  in  tbe 
same  mercy  as  the  heathens,  who  have 
never  had  the  offer  of  the  gospel,  and 
therefore,  are  under  no  condemnation 
for  not  obeying  it, 

Q  — Would  the  thief  on  the  cross 
have  been  saved  if  be  had  lived  to  hear 
the  gospel,  and  had  opportunity  to 
obey  it,  and  refused  ? 


A. — No.  The  gospel  condemns  all 
who  do  not  obey  it.  It  is  a  savour  of 
life  unto  life,  or  of  death  unto  death,  to 
all  who  are  privileged  to  hear  it. 

Q. — Is  there,  then,  no  other  gospel 
but  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  repentance 
towards  God,  and  immersion  in  water 

FOB  THE    REMISSION  OF    SINS,  with  the 

laying  on  hands  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
for  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost? 

A. — No.  The  people  who  are  with- 
out this  order  of  things  are  strangers 
to  the  gospel,  notwithstanding  all  the 
morality,  sincerity,  and  piety  tbey  may 
possess 

Q  — What !  Are  all  the  professed 
ministers  of  the  gospel,  who  have  not 
obeyed  and  taught  that  particular  form 
of  doctrine  without  the  gospel,  the 
same  as  the  heathen — and  all  their 
hearers  too? 

A  — Yes.  Unless  we  make  this 
difference,  that,  having  the  Bible  and 
some  idea  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  have 
been  benefitted  in  a  moral  point  of 
view,  although  tbey  have  not  under- 
stood tbe  gospel. 

Q  — Are  all  the  ministers  and 
professors  of  religion,  in  this  age  of 
the  world,  under  obligation  to  obey 
that  gospel,  in  order  to  be  saved  in  the 
kingdom  of  God  ? 

A. — Yes.  "  Except  a  man  be  born 
of  water  and  of  the  spirit,  he  cannot 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God." 
How  then  can  he  be  saved  in  it  ? 

Q. — What  has  Christ  said  of  those 
who  would  come  into  the  sheep  fold  by 
climbing  up  some  other  way  besides 
the  door  ? 

A. — He  has  pronounced  them 
thieves  and  robbers. 

Q  — At  Christ's  second  coming, 
what  will  become  of  all  those  ministers 
and  professors,  and  others  who  do  not 
obey  the  gospel  ? 

A. — "  He  will  come  in  flaming  fire 
taking  vengeance  on  all  those  who 
know   not  God,    and  obey  not  the 

GOSPEL  OF  OUR  LoRD  JESUS  CHRIST." 

Q. — How  comes  it  that  the  Chris- 
tian world  (so  called)  have  been  so 
long  without  tbe  gospel  in  its  fulness? 

A. — In  fulfilment  of  the  word  of 
prophecy  spoken  by  the  prophet 
Daniel   and   by    the    revel;  t  r  John, 


"  They  have    made  wau   with  the 

SAINTS,  AND  OVERCOME  THEM,"  and  in 

fulfilment  of  Paul  to  Timothy,  "  TiiK.r 

HATE  HEAPED  TO  THEMSELVES  TEACn- 

ehs,  haviner  itching  ears  and  theso 
bave  turned  their  ears  from  the  TBuTn. 
and  they  are  turned  unto  fables,  ptid 
they  will  not  endure  sound 
doctrine." 

Q  — How  cntne  the  latter-day  Saints 
to  understand  this  gospel,  and  to  be 
instruments  in  restoring  it  among 
mankind  ? 

A. — Not  for  any  worth  or  wisdom 
that  was  in  them  more  than  others  ; 
but  because  the  time  had  come  for 
this  gospel  of  the  kingdom  to  be  again 
restored  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth,  and  to  be  preached  to  all  nations 
preparatory  to  the  second  coming  of 
the  Messiah.  Therefore  the  Lord  sent 
forth  an  Holy  Angel  to  commit  the 
authority  of  this  ministry  again  unto 
man,  and  this  in  fulfilment  of  the  pro- 
mises recorded  by  the  aucieut  prophets 
and  apostles. 


Q. — Is  it  not  uncharitable  to  con- 
sider the  Christian  world  all  wrong, 
except  such  as  obey  the  fulness  of  the 
gospel  ?  and  still  more  so  to  tell  them 
of  it? 

A. — No.  The  man  who  tells  his 
generation  the  truth,  according  to  the 
"  law  and  the  testimony,"  is  m<>rp 
charitable  to  them  than  ten  thousand 
men  who  cry,  pea<*c  and  safety,  and 
prophesy  smooth  things,  when  sudden 
destruction  is  near  at  hand. 

Q. — But  what  will  become  of  all 
the  people  who  have  lived  and  died 
since  the  gospel  was  perverted  and 
before  it  was  restored  again  ? 

A. — They  will  be  judged  according 
to  their  works,  and  according  to  the 
light  which  they  enjoyed  in  their  day 
and,  no  doubt  many  of  them  will  rise 
up  in  judgment  against  this  generation 
and  condemn  it ;  for,  had  they  enjoyed 
the  privileges  which  we  enjoy,  Uiey 
would,  no  doubt,  have  gladly  ©'nhwed 
the  truth  in  al!  its  fulness.  They  de- 
sired to  seethe  latter-day  glory,  but 
died  without  the  sight.     P. P  Pratt. 


1.  Praise  to  the  man  who  communed  with  Jehovah  ; 

Jesus  anointed  "  that  Prophet  and  Seer," 
Blessed  to  open  the  last  dispensation  ; 
Kings  shall  extol  him  and  nations  revere. 
Chorus. 
Hail  to  the  Prophet,  ascended  to  Heaven  ; 

T'  aitors  and  tyrants  now  fight  him  in  vain  ; 
Mingling  with  Gods,  he  can  plan  for  his  brethren  ; 
Death  cannot  conquer  the  hero  again. 

2.  Praise  to  his  mem'ry,  he  died  as  a  martyr  ; 

Honored  and  blest  be  hU  ever  great  name  ; 
Long  shall  his  blood,  which  was  shed  by  assassins, 
Stain  Illinois,  while  the  e;irth  lauds  his  fame. 
Hail  to  the  Prophet,  &c. 

8.  Grcit  is  his  glory,  and  endless  his  Priesthood  ; 
Ever  and  ever  the  keys  he  will  hold  ; 
Faithful  and  true,  he  will  enter  his  kingdom. 
Crowned  in  the  midst  of  the  prophets  of  ol  .1. 
Hail  to  the  Prophet,  && 

4.  Sacifice  brings  forth  the  blessings  of  heaven, 
Earth  must  atone  for  the  blood  of  that  m  ,n  ; 
Wake  up  the  world  for  the  conflict  of  Justice  ; 
Millions  shall  know  "  brother  Joseph"  again. 
Hail  to  the  Prophet,  &c. 


Fv,   further  information,    apply    to 
whose    P  0.   adlress  is 
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